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WE WOULD SEE “JESUS 


C. V. Cheng 


A world-wide movement was 
launched recently by the decision of the 
Young Nen’s Christian Arsociations 
to devote the next three years Ww 
study afresh the old, yet ever new, 


subject of the life and teaching of 
Jens In thie movement, we believe, 
there are great possibilities for good, 
as it will meet « deeply felt need 


obecurel and His features defaced or 
even distorted, so that Hie beauty and 
attractiveness do not always stand out. 
We have no quarre! with the histor. 
al traditions and the theological 
dogmas which have been actumulate 
through the centuries. Each has bad 
its own value and has served ite own 
purpose. But, if a time has come 
when instead of revealing Jewus they 
tend | to obecure Him, overshadowing 


— 
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af cloud, it is high time to get | 


Some were undoubtedly — 
when they heard of such an attempt 
to secure a restudy of Jesus on this 
broad scale, for Christianity has had 
u career of nearly two thourand years 
in the world. it has grown from 
humble beginnings till it has become 
a world-wide religion. It has touched 
the hearts of literally millions of 
people. The work, teaching and 
ideals of the Christian church have 
always been centered in Jesus. It 
seems strange to some that we should 
begin a movement today for a fresh 
study of Jesus. The reason for so 
doing is the deep concern people have 
in making such a study. Their in- 
terest in the matter is the sufficient 
reason. 


People want to see Jesus, because 
organized Christianity has accumu!at- 
ed, during the past two thousand 
years, so many traditions, customs, 
habits and modes of thought and fixed 
views that Jesus Himself has become 


rid of tay? cloud in order to see once 


tiful and le 


more the 

The young people us ny desire to 
penetrate behind organized rel gion to 
the reality and simplicity of the Per. 
sonality of Jesus Christ. 


This new movement is aleo a sign 
which shows the existence of a firm 
and deep-rooted faith in Jesus Christ. 
While it has often been difficult to 
realize the loveliness and attractive- 
ness of the world’s Savior, yet faith 
has led people to believe that there 
is much more in Christianity than 
is to be found in the government, 
traditions, dogmes, teachings, forme 
and ritugle of the Christian church. 
In other words, the influence and 
power of Him who once walked along 
the sea shore of Galilee is still dom- 
want in the hearts of men of the 
modern day. His teaching is still 
the highest standard of the human 
life. This is all the more remarkable 
when we remember that the entire 
space of the earthly life of J: sus was 
little more than thirty years and that 
His actual ministry was only some 
three years. He held no office in the 
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government, He wrote no book, He 
built no organization. He had no 
universal following, but only a few 
ordinary people. Notwithstanding all 
these limitations, His influence is 
today filling the whole world. The 
thoughtful and energetic young people 
of all lands are today being drawn to 
Him, realizing that, in Him, they find 
their souls’ satisfaction. 


Furthermore, when Jesus was in 
His flesh, for several years, He taught 
His people. He announced the com- 
ing of the Kingdom of God. He 
urged His people to forsake their sins. 
He busied Himeelf in healing the 
sick, comforting the distressed, lifting 
the down-trodden, blessing the young. 
He, Himeel!, worked for the benefit 
of His fellowmen to the point of 
eacrificing even Hie own life. But, 
in all thie, He laid down no rules, 
set no regulations as to what things 
people must oleerve and what things 
people must not do. What He did 
show to the people of His time were 
not rules, but principles. 


In this we eee the greatness of Jesus 
and His world-wide vision and insight. 


deep desire on the part of thoughtful 
young Christians of the world today, 
to see Jesus Himself, is not necessarily 
due to the belief that His teaching is 
original nor that His words are un- 
changeable. In our opinion, the real 
reason why people are 80 enthusiastic 
to study Jesus is because in following 
His principles, sharing His tasks and 
being His disciples they have already 
found spiritual uplift and satisfaction. 
It is this spiritual satisfaction that is 
the center of attraction. 


We hope that not only our young 
people, but the entire Christian com- 
munity in China will take part in 
thie old yet ever new movement, 
uniting in holding. up the bright 
banner and shouting forth the slogan: 
“We would see Jesus!” 


THE PRESENT SITUATION 


Reports from different parts of 
China indicate that the opposition to 
Christian work is diminishing and 
that the situation is growing more 


normal. 


Presbyterian Mission North, with over 
600 missionaries on their China list, 
reports 225 now in China. During 
the past few weeks the mission has 
cabled for the early return of not a 
few now on furlough. Missionaries 
are gradually retarning to most of the 
provinces. Regions in which fighting 
is actually taking place or over which 


armies are passing back and forth are 


naturally those in which the return 
to normal work is most difficult. 
Return is in almost every case based 
upon the urgent request of Chinese 
—— bodies left in charge of the 
work. 


The most accurate estimate avail- 
able as to missionaries now in Chins 
is derived from the new dire Jory of 
Protestant Missions which now in 
the press. It shows between 3800 and 
4090 mietionaries, or approximately 
one-half of the total force and some 
thing over sixty per cent of the 
number normally in China, in the 
country at the present time. Of the 
total, however, a very considerable 
proportion, are still in the port cities. 
The following comparative statement 
regarding the China forces furnished 


Much property that was 


ad He id down mans anlage us tab Associated Mon Wr 


influence was bound to be limited 
both by time and space. Some rules 
eultable for His own time might not 
be wuitable for today. Some rules 
ble in one country might not 
in another. But, being a great 
and wies leader, He conoentrated 
His attention, not on rules, bat on 
principles which could be applied and 
adapted to all times, all peoples and 
all places. Therefore, the world can- 
not afford not to consider Jesus. Men 
can accept Him or oppose Him, but 
they cannot ignore Him. 


The young people of the world of 
today are, therefore, determined to 
restudy and revalue His personality, 
Hie teaching, His ideals and His 

inciples as a solution of the con- 
fosion and problems of the human 
life and in order to contribute to the 
advancement of the world’s progress. 
Since many people find po absolute 
satisfaction in organized religion in 
meeting their spiritual needs, they 
have decided to make a direct call at 
the door of Jesus and to enter into 
His spirit; to use the words of Jesus: 
to eat His flesh and His blood, This 


ocoupied by the troops 
reslereed for its no 
little of ré Alas, in dition as 


to need extensivé repair before it can 
be safely used. There seems to be 
ample evidence to justify the state- 
ment that many Chinese Christians 
have been led into a deeper realization 
of the value of their religion and of 
Chinas utter need of Christ through 
the experiences through which they 
have been called upon to pass during 
1927. Dr. C. Y. Cheng returned from 
a recent retreat with other Christian 
workers and reported that the thing 
which impressed him most about the 
meeting was the reality of the Chrie 
tion faith of those who were present. 


The Return of Missionaries 


Many missionaries are returning 
to inland stations. This is usually 
at the request of local Christians. 
The China Inland Mission informs us 
that during recent weeks about fifty 
of their missionaries, all men, have 
returned, a few going to each provinoe. 
These will consult with Chinese work- 
ers in regard to a more general return 
of the missionaries. The American 


ere is of interest. A married couple 


American Baptist North 188 64 46% 
English Baptists... ... 98 89 42% 
Lenten 132 89 68% 
et ist Episco 
175 45 26% 


Mission... 
— 414 225 54% 


The Colleges 


With the exception of the institua- 
tions in Hupeh and Hunan, (Central 
China University, Yale in China, 
Huping Christian College, and Lu- 
theran College) all of the colleges are 
open and show good enrolments with 
an excellent spirit prevailing among 
both faculty and students. 


counts as one unit. 
1342 
744 
Ame 
— Christian Eauestlon 
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Yenching reports a large enrolment 
and splendid spitit. Officers and 
faculty are optimistic. The institution 
is registered with the Northern Gov- 
ernment and, in spite of rumors to 
the contrary, the authorities are happy 
in this relationship. Recently the 
Government has conducted examina- 
tions in the institution in all major 
subjects. Dr. Stuart, now in the 
United States, continues as president, 
but commissions take the place of the 
deans. The Government is demand- 
ing that only students from registered 
middle schools be accepted as fully 
accredited students, bat has waived 
this requirement for the year. 


Shantuug Christian Unieersity (Che- 
loo), from all reports, ie having an 
especially fine year. Their foreign 
8 recently elected, ie Dr. J. 

„ MacRae. He is, unfortunately, 
absent on sick leave. No steps have 
been taken to register the institution. 


University of Nanking. By the term 
of the reorganization which has re- 

given place to « 
th ‘Direotirs with ide enlarg- 
ed responsibiliti powers. A 
mejprity of the is Chinese. 
Dr. Chen Ya-kwang has been elected 
president in place of Dr. A. J. Bowen, 
resigned. There are 415 students in 
collegiate department and 165 in 
middie school this semester. The 
work has been carried on without 
interruption, notwithstanding the 
partial ocoupation for a time of some 
of the college buildings by the military. 
The teaching has been done entirely 
by the Chinese faculty with the 
exception two of the foreign staff who 
are residing in Nanking, and one or 
two who make occasional visits from 
Shanghai. 


Ginling College. Considering the 
situation in Nanking, it seems little 
short of miraculous that Ginling 
College can be open and running 
under the relatively normal conditions 
which prevail on the campus. The 
threat to the buildings in August was 
very serious. Three times within a 
week, soldiers were practically ready 
to take possession but were prevented 
by the steady courage of the small 
group of alumnae and students who 
were spending the summer vaca ion 


— 


there, largely to hold the buildings 
from being occupied by troops. 


When the time for the opening of 
the fall term came, it was felt that 
the college could not run normally 
without some of the foreign teachers. 
It would not be right to attempt to 
replace so large a proportion of 
teachers with new people. At the 
urgent request of the Chinese faculty 
group and the alumnae and students, 
and under advice from many Chinese 
friends of the college, eight of the 
foreign faculty returned, although 
they had to do this without the full 
approval of the American coneular 
authorities. Everything has gone 
perfectly emoothly. There has been 
the finest epirit of cooperation. 
Chinese and foreign members of the 
faculty have worked together in all 


departments. 


College opened late, and partly on 
that account, the enrolment is lower 
than it would normally be, but 
practically all the seniors are back 
and the drop is largely in the lower 
classes. This can be partially ex- 
plained aleo by thé care exercieed in 
accepting new students this year. 
The registration is a litt'e lew than 
two-thirds of last year’s enrolment. 


Some changes in organization have 
been made in line with the govern- 
ment regulations. These changes 
have not grown out of any sense of 
diveatisfaction on the part of the 
students, alumnae, or patrons of 
Ginling College, but rather that out- 
siders may have less cause for 
criticism. An administrative com- 
mittee of five Chinese—two men and 
three women—has been elected, and 
two foreign advisers— Mis. Thurston, 
the former president, and one of the 
fore gn faculty members—were aleo 
elected. This committee and the 
advisers are to have charge of the 
affairs of the college until the arrival 
of Miss Wu I-fang, who will be the fru 
Chinese President of Ginling. Mrs. 
Thurston is keeping her office in 
Shanghai for the present, as under 
existing conditions in Nanking it is 
easier to carry on the administrative 
work in Shanghai. She makes fre- 
quent visits to the college in order to 
keep in close touch with conditions 
there. Ginling College, because it 


was not damaged last March and has 
not suffered from looting since that 
time, is about the only place in 
Nanking where normal life can be 
resumed, 


Soochow University is the first univer- 
sity in East China to appoint a Chinese 
president, Dr. Yang. ‘Their former 
president, Dr. W. B. Nance, is staying 
on as Western Adviser.” The 
authorities are very optimistic over 
the whole situation. They have 
arranged a temporary provisional 
form of registration which seems 
quite satisfactory to both the Govern- 
ment and the school, pending a 
decision of the Board of Trustees in 
America. The institution has «a 
majority of Chinere on ite local 
Board of Directors. The student 
enrolment is good. 


Hangchow College. The same situa- 
tion prevails here as at Soochow 
except that Hangchow College is still 
under a foreign ident. A Chinese 
president has, however, been elected 
and is prepared to acoept the appoint- 
ment as soon as it is clear that the 


be registered. Hangchaw ako is 
under a Board of Directors, the 
majority of whom are Chines. The 
enrolment is good and the work 
prospering. 


St. John’s University was closed as 
& precautionary measure. Definite 
plans are being made to reopen in the 
autumn of thie year. In the mean- 
time, through an organization of the 
alumni and etudents, a considerable 
portion of the student body has been 
held together in a temporary instita- 
tion in rented buildings. The teaching 
is being done very largely by St. John's 
teachers, including foreign members 
of the teaching staff engaged for the 
purpose by the organization in charge 
of the temporary institution. 


Shanghai College. The founders in 
America have agreed to registration, 
and they are gradually going ahead in 
preparation for this step. The Board 
of Directors in Shanghai, a majority 
of whom are Chinese, have the whole 
reorganization of the institution in 
hand. They have arranged to rent 
the land and buildings from the 
Mission Boards and these Boards will 
contribute the amount of the rent to 
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the institutions. 


The foreign presi- 


dent has resigned but is continuing to 
act until a suitable Chinese is found 


to take over the office. 
record student 


They havea 
enrolment, having 


draw. students from both government 


and Christian institutions that are 
closed. 


Foochow Christian University in Foo- 


chow has reorganized- and the ad- 


ministrative responsibility is in the 


hands of a commission of three Chinese 


instead of resting with a president. 


Only one of theee is resident, and he 
Carries moet of the responsibility. 
The University’s application for reg- 
istration has parsed 
authorities and i« still in the hands of 


the provincial 


the Central Government authorities, 
with every indication that it will be 


sanctioned. 


Sin s their difficulties of 


last year, they have got on toa very 
firm basis and the student body is 
showing an extremely loyal spirit, so 
that they have strong hope for the 
future. 


Hwanan Colleg’, the women’s college 


in Foochow, has entrusted ita ad- 


all Chinesp young women. Exospt 
for this change in organization, they 
are carrying on as usual with a strong 
student body. They are not registered. 


Lingnan University is the only 
university actually registered with the 
Southern Government. They were the 
first institution to put in a Chinese 
president and vice-president and to 
reorgan'ze on the basis of Chinese con- 
trol. The Chinese Board of Directors 
rents the university property from the 


Board of Trustees in America for one 


dollar a year. The Trustees in turn 
rent the buildings needed to house 
their foreign faculty at a figure 
sufficiently large to keep the entire 
4 in repair. This and the supply- 

of foreign members of the faculty 
constitutes the annual contribution 
of the Trustees to the constitution. 
After their labor troubles of last year, 
which were cleared up, by the way, 
with government aid, they have been 
getting on extremely well. The last 
disturbance in Canton did not affect 
their work in any way. 


West China Dion Unirersi‘y in 
Chengtu, Sze., has heen least affected 


by any of the recent movements. 


ern Governmen, . in the 


They have gone peacefully on with 
their work. Since the etrike in the 
fall of 1926 they have had an excel- 
lent year. The student body is not 
quite as large as formerly, but the 
spirit is splendid, and the loyalty of 
the whole community as well as the 
students themselves to the foreigners 
who have remained there issomething 
that it would be difficult to shake. 
The whole atmosphere of the city has 
improved greatly. 


Summary. A few general remarks 
may be enlightening. The latest 
etatistice available show that in the 
fall of 1926, of a total enrol.cent of 
3525 students in universities and 
leges, only 546 student were enrolled 
in the colleges which are now closed, 
and more than half of that 516 were 
students in St. John’s, many of whom 
are beine taken care of in other 
institutions ur by part-time work with 
St. John's instructors. 


The Middle Schools 


North Cina. Under this head we 
consider the echools under the North 


mare 
or hy the war. 


In the 


schools have registered, and a con- 
siderable number are making applica- 
tion for registration. The Kiangeu 
authorities have all through been 
quite davorable to Christian institua- 
tions, and there is nothing in the 
provincial regulations which is more 
stringent than the Central Government 
regulations. In Chekiang a group of 
echoole under the Northern Baptist 
Mission presented their applications 
for registration in a body, but they 
have not received sanction because 
they followed the Central Government 
regulations and the Chekiang pro- 
vincial government regulations differ 
in that the school must firat be turned 
over to a Chinese or a body of Chinese 
with no foreigners whatever in con- 
trol. This Chinese body is to be re- 
garded thereafter as the legal founder. 
It is to appoint a Roard of Managers, 
a minority of which, however, may 
be foreigners. Some of the missions 
are planning ways in which to effect 
this tranefer through the Chinese 
cburches, although none have so far 
done so. Previous to the time when 
these regulations went into effect, two 
Christian schools had 

they are N. on 


provindes of Chihli, Manchuria, and 
northern Shantung, very few echools 
have closed. A very smal! percentage 
of the echools have actually rezistered, 
Unt there are a good many-perhape 
more than half—which approve of 
the principle although they are at 
present holding back on account of 
the uncertainty of the situation. 


East China. in Chekiang, Kiang- 
eu, and Anhwei, thirty-five out of 
seventy-six senior middle schools are 
open. However conditions are better 
than these fieures would indicate, for 
in this distr.ct in which there are 
more Christian middle schools than 
in any other district of China, the 
total enrolment (in the fall of 1926) 
was 9587, and the thirty-five schools 
which are now running enrolled 6085 
of this number. We thus see, that 
while less than half of the echools are 
open, if the percentages of 1926 still 
hold good, almost two-thirds of the 
students are still being cared for in 
schools. 


Only one mission school in Kiangsu 
has actually completed its registration, 
although two other private Christian 


South China. 
substantial of the 
institution i Fukien are open. Three 
of the missions with the greatest 
amount of educational work are 
p'anning to register their schools, but 
we are not sure whether any school 
has actually effected registration 
now. 


In Kwongtung, 
stand, that a majority of the 
Christian schools are open and 
several of the middle schools have 
already registered, while others are 
planning to do go. 


Central China. In Hunan, outside 
of some more or less isolated primary 
echools, there is no Christian edu- 
cational work being carried on. 


In Hupeh, the situation is slightly 
better in that several of the missions 
are keeping up the better of their 
primary schools and two or three 
junior middle schools. It was the 
intention of at least one mission to 
register most of their schools. We 
are not sure whether this has been 


also, we under- 
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effected or not. 
have already registered and from 
whom we have had reports have not 
had an unhappy experience. . 


West China. The general situation 
is quieter than it has been at any 
time since the first revolution. 
Although there are very few foreign- 
ers in the province, most of the 
educational work has been carried on 
by the Chinese. The question of 
registration has not been a pressing 


one. A short time aco a committee 


from the West China Union University 
waited upon the authorities in regard 
to registration and was asked 
whether they wanted to regieter with 
Peking, Nanking, or Hankow! 
Quite a number of schools have 
registered, but they have bad practi- 
cally vo supervision and po interfer- 
ence from the authorities. 


Medical Work 


The General 8 »tary of the China 
Medical Asrociation (Missionary 
Division) reports that there is «a 
distinct improvement in the medical 

rug, In many provinces foreign 
Jnysicians are returning to the hospi- 
tals of which they were in charge. 
The following table in regard to 235 
hospitals, showed the situation in the 
early autumn of last year. 


Under Southern Government 


Total of Hospitals: 165 
More or less normal: 21.28 
Running under temporary 
arrangement: 71 48 % 
Seized by military 
authorities: 1— 2.4% 
Closed : 55—83.3% 


Under Northern Government 


Total of Hospitals: 70 
More or less normal: 19— 70 %&% 
Running under temporary 
arrangement: 17—24.8% 
Seized by military 
authorities: 0 
Closed: 4-- 5.7% 


Note on the above: Hospitals in 
Honan have been excluded as this 
province has been overrun by every 
party. Hospitals in Yunnan are 


excluded owing to lack of full 
information. 


A few schools which 


At that time there were three 
groups of hospitals under Chinese 
control: (1) Hospitals seized by the 
military and still used for medical 
purposes. This was a very small 
group and the experiment does not 
seem to have beef a successful one. 
(2) A much larger group of hospitals 
which carried on with whatever 
Chinese staff was locally available. 
of these Dr. Maxwell writes: Me 
own impression is that for the 


most part these hospitals have 
suffered very considerably in 
standards and efficiency and in 


their power for service among the 
people, but that this has been much 
less the case in some than in others, 
depending largely on the education, 
experience and spirit of the men who 
have of necessity been put temporarily 
in charge.’ 


(3) Aemall group, unfortunately 
only small as yet, where by deli berate 
plan and arrangement the uper nen- 
dence of the work has passed into 
Chinese hands. Thies includes both 
hospitals in the country and in the 
emaller cities, “Where the men that 
have taken over these hoepitale have 
been the right type, the results have, 
I believe, been excellent. Some of 
them are located in fine plants that 
have done splendid work in the past 
and are going to do even finer work in 
the future. 


The Bible Societies 
The American Bible Society. 


Advance reports from the offices of 
the American Bible Society in China 
indicate a loss of less than 20% in 
circulation for the year just past. The 
figures show that for the third succee- 
sive year more than three million 
volumes of scripture have been cir- 
eulated by the China Agency. In 
other words the output for 1927 was 
lees than in either of the years 1926 or 
1925, but more than for any year pre- 
vious to that. 


While this is true of total circula- 
tion, the decreased sale of whole 
Bibles, from over 18,000 to less than 
6,000, is notable. This is largely due 
to the falling off in demand from 
mission schools, but may also be 
accounted for in part by the huge free 
distribution of Pocket Testaments, 


purchased from the Bible Sccieties at 
cost price. 


In general the sale of scriptures in 
Central China (Hankow field) has 
been especially small, while North 
China has kept up well. Manchuria 
especially ie showing an increased 
demand. Szechwan has been largely 
inaccessible ether by freight or post 
during part of the year, and the lack 
of proper paper stock in Chengta has 
prevented the usual printing of books 
there for local use. In Eset China, 
and wherever cultivation of the field 
through the visite of the ( hinere field 
secretary or his pereonal correspond- 
ence has been possible, the condition 
of work has been quite healthy. 


The Natrona! Bible Society of Scotland 
reports the following totals ior the 
year ending September 20th, 1927: 


bibles 1,059 
New Testaments 65,660 
Port ons 1,671,565 


Of the Te-taments, over 60,000 were 
distributed in the “Million Testa- 
ments for China’’ Campaign. Of the 


Portions, 1,500,000 were annoat ad... 


The Britist and Foreigh B.ble Society. 
B bles 16,012 
Te-taments 279,490 
Portions 8,344,700 


THE JERUSALEM MEETING 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
MISSIONARY COUNCIL 


The preparations for this important 
meeting of the Council are proceeding 
in each of the countries sending 
delegates. The national councils and 
conferences by whom the members of 
the 1.M.C. are chosen have practically 
completed their appointments. A 
recent bulletin issued by the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America 
states that the membership of the 
Jerusalem Meeting will include all 
Christian communions excepting only 
the Roman Catholics’. A limited 
number of persons with special 
qualifications for dealing with ques- 
tions to be discussed are being invited 
by the officers to attend the meeting. 
These include Dr. Kenyon L. Butter- 
field, Dr. Luther A. Weigle, Dr. W. 


~ 
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A. Hocking, Dr. Thomas Jesse Jones, 
and Dr. Rufus M. Jones. 


Much individual and group think- 
ing in preparation for the meeting is 
taking place on the part both of two 
hundred members of the Council and 
of many others. The results of this 
thinking in Europe and America are 
evident in the reports which are being 
prepared there. The following is a 
list of these reports: 

1. The Christian Life and Mes- 
sage in Relation to Non-Christian 
Systems. 


Christianity and Islam— W. H. T. 
Gairdner. 

Christianity and Hinduism— Nicol 
Macnicol. 

Christianity and Confucianism 
J. L. Stuart. 

Christianity and Northern Bud- 
dhism— A. K. Reischauer. 


Christianity and Southern Bud- 
dhism—Kenneth Saunders. 


Christianity and Secular Civiliza- 
tion— Rufus M. Jones. 
2, Religious (double 
ue)-Lutber A. Weigle and J. H. 
Oldham. 


3. The Relation between the 
Younger and Older Churches. 


4. The Christian Mission in the 
Light of Race Conflict. 


The Inter-racial Movement in the 
Southern States of America—John 
Hope. 

The Race Problems of the Pacific. 


5. The Christian Mission in the 
Light of Industrial Developments. 


Christianity and Industrial De- 
velopment in the East—William 
Paton. 

6. The Christian Mission in Rela- 
tion to Rural Problems—A. W. 
Butterfield. 


7. The Future of International 
Missionary Cooperation—John R. 
Mott. 


The main purpose of the I. M. C. 


in issuing these preliminary reports 


is to call forth the opinion of others 
before the meetings in order, to quote 
Dr. Mott, that through a fresh study 
of some of these great themes the 
vital energies of the missionary 


movement may be reinforced’’, 


In addition to these official reports, 
statements have been prepared by 
individuals and groups in different 
countries and forwarded to New 
York. These are receiving considera- 
tion by those responsible for the 
preparation of the reports for the 
meeting. Two of these specia! reports 
have reached us; one prepared by a 
group of missionaries in Korea this 
past summer, and the other by the 
Rev. K. G. Tewksbury. These have 
been reprinted by Mr. Tewksbury for 
circulation in China. 


The Christian Message 


It is not expected that the forth- 
coming meeting will be in a position 
to add to the rich store of experience 
and knowledge which the church has 
gathered through the ages in regard 
to the Christian Life and Message in 
relation to Non-Christian Systems, 
but that a fresh facing of this subject 
will serve as a ‘stimulus to the 
thinking of individuals and groups in 
the present generation and thereby 
deepen that living sense of the wealth 
of the Christian inheritance which 
must always be the mainepring of 
missionary endeavor and which con- 
stitutes the most compelling call of 
missionary service“. 


These reports are, therefore, meant 
primarily to arouse fresh thought 
rather than to determine courses of 
procedure. They do, however, raise 
questions of methed of approach in 
bringing the Gospel to bear upon 
non-Christians. 


Christianity and Iisiam. The first 
of these reports to reach China 
was prepared by Canon Gairdner. 
In this report the attempt is made 
to set forth first the values of Islam 
which Canon Gaitdner finds to be: 
Islam’s doctrine of God, which 
he discusses under two headings— 
the doctrine of the Spirit, and the 
approach of Logos Doctrine; the 
veneration for Jesus; devotional Life; 
personal attachment to Mohammed; 
Islamic fraternity; self-propagation; 
liberal tendencies; and a number of 
by-products, such as the veneration 
of holy men, respect for parents and 
the aged, compassion, resignation 
under afiliction, abstinence from 
alcoholic beverages, gambling and 
usury, and abhorrence of idolatry. 


Canon Gairdner then proceeds to 
list certain values in Christianity, 
such as the enrichment of Islamic 
half-truths, including the concept of 
God, Providence, immortality, the 
doctrine of the Holy Spirit, the 
doctrine of an Intercessor; the 
Trinity as Experience; the Incarna- 
tion and Atonement in Christ; the 
Character of Jesus; Christian prayer 
and mysticism; Christian brother- 
hood; chastity and family life; and 
certain by-products of Christianity, 
such as the dignity and freedom or 
womanhood, the dignity of labor, 
works of mercy, ethical freedom, and 
the impetus to social progress. 


From the above he derives two 
central lessons with regard to the 
methods of missionary enterprises, 
namely, (1) that the justification of 
missions to Islam is not to be found 
in the superiority of western culture 
or theology, or even morals, however 
genuine such superiority may be; but 
rather in the fact that Islam is 
predominantly a religion of the letter, 
Christianity, the religion of — 
Spirit the spirit of Jesus 


the manner of Jesur, nota yr * 


service similar to His, — but 

Syrmtt or Gop which was in Him — 
which through Him is the divine 
means of grace today’’...... Most 
futile, most destroying, and most 
foolish of all quests would be that 
which were only to seek to substitute 
for one ritual another, for one system 
another system, for observance of one 
series ordinances, another series. 
Christianity has always cut ite most 


pitiful figure when seen trying to 


meet Islam with Islam’s weapons or 
competing with it on its own 
ground.” 


(2) That until the native Chris- 
tian communities become a home for 
those who turn from Islam to Christ, 
few converts from Islam to Christian- 
ity are to be expected. After speak- 
ing of the handicaps under which a 
missionary works, handicaps which 
he feels to be particularly great in 
Moslem lands, he is led to conclude 
that, The negative testimony 
rendered to Christianity in Moslem 
lands by secular Europeans and 
Americans has put the conversion of 
Islam by foreign missionaries almost 
beyond the reach of the imagina- 
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tion’’, and to find the hope for their 
conversion in numbers in a keener 
realization on the part of native 
Christian communities of their 
responsibility for reaching them and 
for making their churches a home 
for Moslem converts. 


Christianity and Confucianism. 
In a pamphlet entitled “Religious 
Values in Confucianism’ Dr. D. 
Willard Lyon has collected the 
opinions of forty or more present- 
day writers, who have expressed 
themselves on aspects of theConfucian 
culture which appear to them to 
have affected the religious attitudes 
or practices of Chinese people. 
About one-third of those whose 
opinions are quoted are missionaries, 
including Drs. Soothill, Maclagan, 
Bruce, Genahr, Leighton Stuart, 
Lucius Porter, Douglas James, Mac- 
Rae, and Rawlinson. Another third 
is made up of two or three Japanese 
and a small group of non-Chrietian 
Chinese (Hu Shih, Liang Ch’'i-ch’ao, 
Chen Huang-chang, Moulin Chiang, 
Mi Wu, and others). The remaio- 


bird is composed of Chinese 


‘hristiana, and includes such men as 
Dr. C. V. Cheng, T. C. Chao, Francis 
C. M. Wei, Y. Y. Teu, C. 8. Miao, 
R. V. Lo, T. H. Lee, and a number 
of others engaged in Chr stian literary 
work. After an array of fact- material 
and opinions on the historical and 
paychological background and the 
philosophical assumptions and basic 
ethical concepts of Confucianism, both 
individual and social, the pamphlet 
Classifies the opinions of many regard- 
ing the ideas of the Supreme Being 
found in Confucianism and the re- 
ligious implications of ancestor wor- 
ship. The climax of the symposium 
comes in the closing chspter on 
“Confucianism and Christianity, in 
which the quotations are arranged 
under four headings. These headings, 
with one or two of the most striking 
quotations under each, are as follows: 


(1) Difficulties which Confucianisats 
meet in th ir approach to Ch ietian- 
tty. 

“Probably the most serious diffi- 
culty is that the idea of the Christian 


God as a vivid person—evéen under 
the symbol of Father—can hardly be 


gmacined or understood by Confucian- 


ists, whose view of the universe is 


naturalistic and impersonal.” N. Z. 


Zia. 


() Contributions some Chinese 
Okristi ins believe Christianity 
should make to Confucianism: 


There are four distinct contri- 
butions which Christianity can and 
should make to Confucianism, pic: 
a more complete idea of God, an 
assurance of a future life; the teach- 
ing of the worth of the individual: 
and a high regard for woman.’’ 
Daniel C. Fu. 


“Christianity can give content to 
Confucianiem in that it can supply 
dynam‘c force to its cold principles 
and can make everything in its 
philosophy more vital. Christianity 
can introduce life and activity for 
social betterment. It can also give to 
the Confucianiet ite conception of 
God. V. K. Woo. . 


(3) Contributions which Confucianiom 
can make to the d-velopment of 
Christianity in China: 


*“Confucianiem bas a distinct place 
and function in religious education 
for the Chinese. Its religious philos- 
ophy has been the religious philes- 
ophy of intellectuals for all ages. 
Its teachings have defined the attitudes 
and values of the people, educated as 
well as uneducated. Its ethios has 
moulded all the social customs and 
institutions of the people.... Although 
Confucianism cannot solve the prob- 
lems of modern Chins, it can at 
least give to the relizious educator a 
social background, and aleo a key to 
redirecting the attitudes already 
possessed by the people and the 
already going on. — C. 8. 

iao. 


(4) What attitude should Christians 
take? 


We must help the Chinese to 
understand that we cannot have the 
core of Christianity, in the mere 
ethical teachings of Jesus, apart from 
His wonderful personality of love.’’— 


J.J. Poan. 


We have been hearing, not per- 
haps without a measure of patience, 
that we must interpret Christianity in 
terms of Chinese culture. There isa 
good deal in it. But what we really 


neel is a thorough understanding of 
the teachings of Jesus, and a direct 
experience of Christ, through a living 
of His kind of life. The Christian 
message is clearly far above what 
Confucius can offer and what his 
followers can give. Mankind wants 
God. My personal opinion is that 
God can be found in clear expression 
only in the Lord incarnate, our i ord 
Jesus Christ. The greate-t task 
ahead, it s ems to me, is a creating of 
the direct experience of God through 
our faith in Christ. The Christian 
message lies clearly in the definite 
Iaith in God as Father, with whom 
Hie believing children can have 
personal communion through the 
living of a life as exemplified in 
Jesus, a life of moving and conquering 
love. It is clear that Confucius has 
not given use a goepel, a simple yet 
magnificent gospel, of the love of God 
the Father, who wante us all to be 
like Christ, and to have the most 
abundant life, that contains in it s 
wonderfal peace and joy and a contact 
with everlasting reality. — T. C. Chao 


Religious Education 


Two pamphlets have been prepared 
om this subject, one by Mr. J. H. 
Oldham, alone, and the other by 
Dr. Luther A. Weigle and Mr. Oldham, 
conjointly. The former has been 
translated into Chinese. Copies will 
be supplied free to individuals or to 
groups who wish it for group study. 
The second and larger report arrived 
too late for translation before the 
Jerusalem Meeting. Its material is 
divided into seven parts, as follows: 


I. Introductory ~The Scope of the 
Report. 


II. The Problem arising from new 
contact of peoples; the revolt acsinst 
authority; the ecientific attitude to- 
ward life; national systems of educa- 
tion; the challenge of the church; and 
the need for a new vision of God. 


III. Significant Tendencies in 
modern Education. 


IV. Education in the Light of the 
Christian Purpose. (Salvation, Rey- 
elation, Life, Worship, The Will of 
God, the Service of Man. Trust in God, 
the Christian Fellowship, the Struggle 
with Sin, the Holy Spirit.) 

V. The Practic> of Religious Edu- 
cation, through Christian living, 
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Christian worship, Christian teaching, 
Bible Study, ete. 


VI. The Relation of Christian 
Education to Nationa! Systems. 


VII. Practical ssuce. 


Copies of this pamphlet have been 
sent to different cities in China, where 
study groups have been organized. 
Unfortunately the supply ies limited, 
but while it las's, copies may be 
obtained from the office of the Nation- 
al Christian Council 


The standing committee on Re- 
ligious Education suggests the impor- 
tance of fresh information on the 
following ap cts of the sul)ject before 
the Jerusalem Meeting if porsible: 


(1) How far has the religious 
education carried on by your church 
or mission produced satisfactory re 
Sulte? How far has it failed? 


(2) Have your sucossses and 
ures been due to: 


(a) The aims you have had in 
mind? 


(b) The principlee whereby you 
have sought to realize these aims? 


(ce) The methods employed? 


(d) The content of the material 
used? 


(e) The nature of the leadership 
available? 


In asking for thie information, the 
committee is thinking of religious 
education, not in its narrower aspects, 
but as including services of church 
worship, Sunday schools, young 
people's societies, and religious in- 
struction in the home. 


In just what form the subject of 
Christian edjucation generally will 
come before the Jerusalem Meeting is 
not clear. Nevertheless, thie subject 
is bound to receive thorough. con- 
sideration in view of its fundamental 
importance to the future development 
of the Christian church. The Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the China 
Christian Educational Association and 
the Councils on Higher and Religious 
Education are cooperating with the 
N. C. C. in gathering fresh material 
for the delegates who go to Jerusalem. 
Any who have information which 
they would wish to have brought 
before the delegates will kindly com- 
municate with the C. C. E. A. 


The Relation of the Older and 
Younger Churches 


Probably none of the topics to be 
discussed at Jerusalem has received so 
much attention in China during the 
past year or two as that on the rela- 
tion of the churches and missions, or 
to use the wording adopted for the 
Jerusalem Meeting, on The relation 
of the Older and Younger Churches. 
The standing committee of the Na- 
tional Christian Council on this 
subject has been holding regular 
meetings during the autumn and 
is secking fresh information from 
churches and missions in different 
parte of the country. It suggests as im- 
portant the following list of questions: 


1. The Task before the Christian 
Church in CA ua daring the period in 
which the older Christian churches 
maintain missionaries and cooperate 
in the maintenanos of insitutions in 
this country. 


(a) Definition of the joint task. 


(b! Ie the present statement of 
the aim of the missionary rociety co- 
operating in the work of your church 
in line with thie statement of the 
joint task? If not, in what reepects 
should it be altered, either as to its 
main purpose or its emphasis? 


(e Are there any aspects of this 
in which at the present time in your 
church the cooperation of the western 
churches is no longer needed’ If so, 
what are they? Do they apply to 
some only of your churches or to all? 
If to some and not to others, what is 
the reason? 


2. The Nuure and Extent af much 
Co peration 


(a) What are considered that 
most important contributions of the 
western churches in this cooperative 
enterprise? 


(b) What limitations, if any, are 
there on such cooperation? For in- 
stance, to what extent do the mis- 
sionaries consider themselves bound 
to lay the same emphasis in China 
and to reproduce the same forms of 
institutional life as in their home 
churches? Would the further coopera- 
tion of the older churches be en- 
dangered by any decided departure on 
the pait of the Chinese churches in, 


| tively very low, will be fruitful 


let us say, matters of faith and‘order? 
What principles should guide in these 
matters? 


Specific Tope 


(a) The future status and work of 
the mwissionary. (Types of mission- 
aries, number, training, length of 
fervice, special research workers, ete.) 


(b) The future place of the mis- 


sion. 


(e) The financial cooperation ‘of 
the older churches. (What are the 
lessons to be learned from the methods 
of financial cooperation followed dur- 
ing the past few decades? Has the 
time come for any change of policy in 
regard to financial cooperat on? If 
so, along what lines are changes 
desirable? ) 


(d) Church Organiration. 


(1) Does the experience’of the 
part show that some forms of org- 
anization are better adapted to the 
development of Christianity in a 
country such as China than others? 


(2) The attitune of western 
church bodies to movements looking 
toward church union and the . 


tablishment of indigenous churchee- 
in China. 


(e) Property. 
The Rural Church 


The presence at Jerusalem of Dr. 
Kenyon Butterfield and Dr. Edmund 
de 8. Brunner ensures that special 
attention is to be given to the subject 
of building up strong Christian com- 
muoities in rural districta. Both 
men have been coopted for the meet- 
ing in order that members may have 
the benefit of their specialized know]l- 
edge. Dr. Brunner has recently 
been making a special study of rural 
church problems in Korea and is now 
in India on a similar mission; Dr. 
Butterfield was a member of the 
educational commission which visited 
China some years ago. 


There is every reason to believe that 
an exchange of views in regard to. 
ways and means by which the Chris- 
tian church can most effectively carry 
on its work in rural districts where 
the economic sta: dard of life is rela- 
in 
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making more effective the preaching 
of the Gospel to farmers. 


As an illustration of divergent 
attitudes as to the best method of 
approaching the task of nation-wide 
evangelism, the following quotat on 
from findings prepared by the Jerusa- 
lem delegation in Japan is of interest: 


“The past policy of concentrating 
the Christian forces and effort in the 
cities and towns seems to be ju-tified 
by the resulty. Denominations which 
have majored in rural work have not 
Aeon signally successful in creating a 
strongly led, self-supporting, indige- 
nouschurch. Few rural churches have 
come to eelf-support or trained and 
eent forth outstanding Christian work- 
ers and laymen. Had the Christian 
movement concentrated ite effort in 
the rural ares, it is doubtful if the 
Japanere church would, in sixty brief 
years, have realized its present strength 
and attained the place of leadership 
which it holds in the tation s life 
today. 


The development in Korea has been 
in marked contrast with this experi- 
nee the Japanese church. The 
Ame is true in a somewhat different 
way, of the experience in China, also, 
where in 1922 it was reported that 
probably eighty per cent of the Chris- 
¢tians reside in the smaller towns and 


villages. 


CHINA METHODISM SEEKS TO 


MEET THE NEEDS OF 
THE TIMES 


Charlies F. Johannaber 


The great legislative bodies of 
Methodism meet once every quadren- 
nium. These great bodies are the 
General Conference, and several 
regional conferences called Central 
Conferences. One of these Central 
conferences is that of Eastern Asia, 
including China, Japan, and Korea. 
The central conferences meet several 
“months before the General Confer- 
ence, which allows time forthe issues 
which the central conferences wish to 
‘present to the General Conference to 
get before the delegates to the General 


Conference and the world-wide church 
as a whole. More and more these 
central or regional conferences are 
being granted autonomy by the 
mother church. 


The East Asia Central Conference 
for this quadrennium was held in 
Shanghai from January 7-14, 1928. 
The General Conference will be held 
in Kaneas City in May. Because the 
Methodist Church in China has come 
do a Significant period in its history, 
and it was desired to secure the un- 
trammeled and frank opinion of our 
Chinese leader«, the home Béard and 
the China Bishops arranged for an 
All-Chinese Conference to be held in 
Shanghai just before the convening of 
the Kast Asia Central Conference. 
Great significance was naturally at- 
tached to this meeting of Chinese 
Methodirt All-Stars and the findings 
that they were to present to the 
following Eat Asia Central Confer- 
ence. They met for five whole days, 
without the presence of any mission- 
aries. Their findings are presented 
herewith in tote. 


Findings of the All-Chinese 
Methodist Conference 


As delegates to the All-China Con- 
ference repreenting all the ministers 
and laymen of the ten Conferences of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
China, we wish to express our ap- 
preciation of the sincere and carnest 
desire on the part of the Board of 
Foreign Missions to know the Chinese 
viewpoint regarding the present con- 
dition of the church work in China 
and to furnish an opportunity for 
the freest and fullest expression of 
Opinion with reference to the various 
problems confronting the Methodist 
Church in this conference. This 
statesmaniike measure of the Mother 
Church and their sympathetic at- 
titude towards the churches in China 
in these most trying and troublous 
times are heartily reciprocated by the 
Chinese Christians of the Methodist 
Church in their sending such a large 
delegation to this conference where 
they discuss the various problems in 
the most thorough manner. 


While we rejoice in that autonomy 
which has long been the spirit and 
the policy of our Methodist Episcopal 


Church, anticipating the growth and 
the acquisition of new features and 
characteristics of the people among 
whom the church is established, yet 
we believe that there is a serious need 
for prompt readjustments to meet the 
new conditions in China so as to 
secure for the Methodist Church 
larger opportunities of development 
and growth looking towards an early 
realization of a self-support ng and 
self-propagating Church. 


In spite of the changed conditions 
prevailing in this country which are 
both distracting and bewildering, we 
believe that the Methodist Episcopal 
Church has a large contribution to 
make in etrengthening and helping 
to unite the Christian forces in China 
in combating the forces of unright- 
eousners which are 60 rampant. 


We are fully convinced that the 
Methodist Church is entering upon a 
period of larger opportunities for 
making ite influence count in the 
reconstruction of the Chinese nation. 
It cannot do these things without 
changing certain old policies and 
methods. It will not be able to 


accomplish sts object without a Tar 


eater measure of spiritual power. 
t needs a ter virion and «a new 
ba pt iam. It must make a new 
approach to ite tasks. The Church 
in China needs to be lers exotic 
without decreasing ite inter-racial 
fellowship and co-operation. It needs 
to preach its chief message of pereonal 
salvation through Jesus Chriet ina 
more emphatic and convincing way. 


After much prayer and careful 
study the conference makes the 
following recommendations which 
have all been thoroughly considered 
and duly adopted: 


It was voted that: 
1. The status of Chinese Methodiam. 


The Chinese Methodist Church shall 
remain an organic part of the world 
chureh. 


2. Episcopal supervision. 


(a) A Chinese bishop be elected as 
soon as this can be effected. 


(b) The General Conference should 
delegate power to the Hastern Asia 
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Central Conference to elect a bishops 
for China. 


(c) The bishops from America be 
eliminated gradually when the time 
comes, 


(d) The question of how many 
bishops should be retained during the 
next quadrennium be laid on the 
table. 


(ec) Four bishops are needed for 
China: 


(Thee four bishops should be one 
Chine-e, one missionary in China 
and two from America elected by 
the Genera) Conference.) 


J. The pace of the Missionary. 


(a) Missionaries are still desired 
and needed in the Methodist Church 
in China. 

(b) The number of the mission 


_ aries should be restored to equal that 


of 1926. 


4. Church Property. 


(a) The Board of Foreign Missions 
should transfer the ownership of 


Church as soon as plans for the 
transfer of the same are made. 


(b) The Eastern Asia Central Con- 
ference should appoint a National 
Committee to make plans for the 
of the property. 


(e) A local board be organized by 
each Annual (onterence and « central 
board by the Kastern Agia Central 
Conference for the transfer of mission 
property and that in making the 
transfer the following oonditions must 
be fulfilled: that each locality should 
be able to pay for the repairs and 
ineurance and that the original 
purpose for which the property was 
designated should be maintained. 


5. Registration. 
(a) The schools should register 
according to the conditions of each 
place. 

(b) The schools should register if 


and when the regulations for registra- 
tion are satisfactory. 


6. Emphisis of Work. 


(a) In the present conditions and 
in the near future the church should 


emphasize rural evangelism and 


vocational training. 


(b) That a committee be appoint- 
ed by the Eastern Asia Central Con- 
ference to prepare a program of 
Religious Education for the next 
quadrennium. — 


(e) Each Conference should set 


apart a portion of its finances for 
literary work. 


(d) The Chinese Christian Ad- 
vocate and the Youne People’s Friend 
should open a section for Religious 
Education. 


fe) Our Board of Religious Edu- 
cation of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in China should negotiate 
with the Sunday School Union for 
the preparation of Sunday School 
lessons suitable for country ure. 


7. The Methodist Church should 
have spiritual fellowship and hearty 


cooperation with other Christian 
Churches. 


58. The changes in discipline, 
policy or ritual of our church in 
China should be referred to the 


Eastern Asia Centra! Conference for 
discussion. 


9. Finance. 


(a) Weask the Mission Board to 
continue their financial support 
—_e to the condition of each 

ace. 


(b) Besides self-supporting church- 
es, each individual church should 
increase each year ten per cent of 
the present amount for self-support; 
however this does not apply to 
churches under unusual circum- 
stances, 


(c) The finances for evangelism 
should be increased. 


10. We ask the Eastern Asia 
Central Conference to take action 
requesting the General Conference to 
admit lay delegates to the Annual 
Conference with power to vote. 


11. We ask the Eastern Asia 
Central Conference to organize a 
General Executive Office for the 
Chinese Methodist Episcopal Church. 


The East Asia Central Conference 


A majority of the delegates to this 
conference were Chinese. A few were 
Korean-, and the remainder, missiona- 
ries from China, Japan, and Korea. 
The Japanese Methodists are not 
represented in this conference because 
they are organically independent of 
world-wide Methodiem. The delegates 
to this conference are elected by the 
annual conferences, of which there are 
ten at present in China. The gather 
ing, was, therefore, a very repre-enta- 
tive one, as every section in China was 
represented. Half of the delecates 
were ministerial, and half lay. There 
were alto Korean, Chinese, and mis- 
sionary women delegates. 


The Episcopal Address 


The quadrennial message of the 
bishops to the conference thie year wae 
of a very high orver. It dealt with 
the Revolution in a broadminded way. 
It ad, be moral and social ideals 
of Christianity can find their fullest 
realization only as the ctizens of 
every country attain full sovereign 

tical righte and achieve real free- 

m But aleo, Natior ali m is 
enough. Ite high enthu-iesme 


not be sustained without the moral 


ideale and spiritual motives of true 
religion.’ The address called upon 
the conference for honest, open-mind- 
ed, courageous thinking. It asked 
the members of the conference to make 
any readjustment demanded by the 
changing conditions of the time. The 
conference took this suggestion as it 
was meant to be teken, and the result 
was one far-reaching change after 
another. The address suggested that 
it was time that a great silence fell 
upon the maligners of the Church of 
Christ until they find some society 
that will make better men and women; 
that the Church as an organization, 
however, is not sacrosanct, and that 
it calls for a’discriminating loyalty’. 
There is no divinely ordained form of 
Church organization, polity, or wor- 
ship. Even denominational machi- 
nery should be cast aside for larger 
spiritual objectives. It was stated 
that the legal title to church property 
should be transferred to the Church 
in the East as soon as possible. The 
Bishops saw unmistakable signs of 
hope for the Christian Movement in 
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Eastern Asia. The greatest weakness of 
the Christian Movement inChina today 
was asserted to be its Jack of evangel- 
istic impulse. The most important 
task faced by this Conferenee, we were 
told, was the deepening and enriching 
of the inner life of the church. Vital 
Christian experience was said to be 
the need of the ho r for the Church. 
The address concluded with a strong 
appeal for the exaltation of the inner 
life of the Spirit in all our work. 


What the Conference Did 


With but few emendations, the 
findings of the All-Chinese Conference 
as reported above, were adopted by 
the East Asia Conference. Chinere 
Methodiete desire to remain an organic 
part of world Methodism. They 
desire one Chinese Bishop, and that 
he shall be elected here in Agia. A 
missionary as Bishop was likewise 
voted for. The number of Bishops 
for China is to be increased from three 
to four. Two of the four Bishops 
are still to be from America. The 
missionary is still desired, and the 
number is not to be decreased. The 
Chinese welcome the transfer of chureh 
neeptty into their hands. The 
Central Conferences paved the way 
for the eventual consummation of 
this plan by the institution of an 
Executive Board of the Methodist 
Church for China. Schools are to be 
registered when and if satislactory 
arrangements can be make. A plan 
of self-eupport whereby each church 
is to increase ite annual giving by 
10% wee adopted. Lay members are 
to be admitted to the annual con- 
ferences. 


One of the most significant actions 
taken was the inauguration of the 
Executive Board, which is to take 
charge of all the interests of the 
Methodist Church in China. A 
Chineee is to be the General Secretary 
of thie Board. Under this Board there 
will be organized departments to take 
care of and promote the various lines 
of work of the Chinese Methodist 
Church. This new board had its 
first meetings immediately after the 
adjournment of the central conference 
which created it. 

A significant suggestion to the 
General Conference was the vote to 
limit the episcopal term to four years 


instead of having it a life-term. The 
increase in number of Bishops to four 
will give Weet China a Bishop of 
its own. Another outstanding action 
taken was the vote to set up regional 
conferences for different national 
groups of Methodism around the 
world. Korea sponsored such an 
action, which, if adopted by the 
General Conference, will give a church 
like the one in Korea the opportunity 
for practical autonomy while still re- 
maining a part of world Methodism. 


Thus this international body of 
Methodists went about the remodel- 
ling of Methodist machinery to fit the 
specific tasks of the Far Kast, in a 
rather matter-of-fact way. The con- 
ference was in a mood for great 
changes, and made these changes in 
the quiet, confident way which showed 
that the time for these changre was 
ripe and their minds had been well 
made up. Anuther factor which made 
for this calm mood was the traditional 
generosity of the mother Church in 
granting elf government to the new 
churches of ite mission fields, a wise 
generosity which wasonoce more plainly 
given expression on the firet day of 
the conference by the Bishops them- 
selves in their quadrennial 
The conference pasred whatever each 
national group felt necessary for ite 
own needs. Thus the Methodist 
Churches of China, Japan, and Korea 
bear one another's burdens. 


The Genius of Methediem 


A nal word may be added on the 
genius of Methodiem. In his addres 
as fraternal delegate from the United 
Church of Christ in China, Dr. Cheng 
Ching-yi raid that the two outstand- 
ing advantages of Methodists were 
their organization and their evangel- 
istic passion. In this opinion, Meth- 
odists humbly conour. Methodists 
do not stand aloof from church union 
becauee they are incurable separatiste, 
In fact, they themselves have one of 
the largest church unions in the 
world. This world-anion which they 
have already accomp!ished they prize 
very highly. They would not dissolve 
a union which already embraces 
almost every race under the sun in 
order to join smaller national unions. 
Methodists are not opposed to union, 


rather they are creators of union 


themeelves. The three branches of 
East Asian Methodism may not have 
many things in common, but it would 
be deplorable to dierolve their union 
in the Centrai Conference. While 
expressing in the strongest terns 
their desire to remain an organic 
part of world Methodism the Chinese 
Nethodists in the conference the other 
day at the same time voted to draw 
closer to other Christian churches in 
China. While believing with the 
Bishops that no church organization 
is sacrosanct, Methodists bare a very 
deep-reated conviction as to the 
efficiency of their own church polity, 
and cling to it with tenacity on 
account of what it has proved it can 
do for the cause of Christ. At the 
game time, one of the strongert pleas 
for universal church union recently 
made is by a Methodist. Hayes 
The Heights of Christian Unity.) 
The conference recently held wel- 
comed the Moderator of the newly 
organized United Church of Christ 
in China and heard with interest his 
report on the auspicious beginning of 
that new fold of the Great Shepherd. 


— 


— — — — — 


CONFERENCE OF EAST CHINA 
CHURCH LEADERS 


(Translation ) 


The Committee on Evangeliem and 
Retreate of the National Christian 
Council called a two days’ retrest, 
December lith and 15th, at Shanghai 
to deus matters concerning the 
coming Week of Evangeliem. The 
gathering was attended by repre- 
sentatives from Nanking, Yangchow, 
Chinkiang, Wousih, Taiteang, Tanyang, 
Quinean, Kashing, Hangchow, Ningpo, 
Soochow, Woosung, Huchow, and 
Shanghai. The main topic on the 
first day was ‘Evangelism”. Rev. C. 
K. Li, Secretary of the Chinese Home 
Missionary society, led the devotional 
session and Rey. K. I. Chung reported 
preparations being made for the Week 
of Evangelism. Rev. Marcus Cheng 
gave an address on The Evangelistic 
Activities during the Year’. 


The main topic for the second day 
was ‘Retreats’. Dr. Lyon led the 
devotions and spoke on What is a 


— — 

— 
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Retreat?” Such topics as The Call“, 
“The Activities on which the Churches 
of East China should lay particular 
Stress during the Coming Year”, The 
Task of the Retreat”, and “How to get 
the Churches to hold Retreats before 
the Week of Evangelism”, were taken 
into careful consideration. 


Suggestions in regard to 
Evangelism 


1. Under the present circumstances 
evangelistic activities should be partio- 
ularly stressed. 


® Christians should be trained for 
this work. 


3. Publicity work should alro be 
done, such as the posting of slogans 
and pictures, and circulating of 


tracts. 


4. The united efforts of various 
@hurch bodice should be secured for 
the Week of Evangelism. 


5. Emphasis should be placed on 
the Christian Family; women volan- 


workers should be enlisted. 


a. The dangers of reliance on any 
mechanical methods of ‘Decision 
Meetings” were brought out; the need 
of stressing the spirit side was dwelt 
upon. 


„ Care was urged in selecting 
speakers end ushers, 


S It was felt that “Christ” should 
be the central theme. 


Suggestions for Retreats 


It was urged that: 


1. Retreate should be held in 
preparation for special evangelistic 
efforts. 


2. Delegates attending the East 
China Retreat should be responsible 
for urging the holding of such retreats 
in their own districts. 


3. Retreats in various districts 
should be held under the names of 
the local organizations, in the hope of 
deepening spiritual life and Christian 
fellowship. 


4. The assistance of local church 
leaders should be secured for the hold- 
ing of such retreats. 


5. Such retreats might well be 
held during the Week of Prayer and 
thorough preliminary preparations 


should be made. 


6. The place for the retreat should 
be selected with a view to providing a 
quiet atmosphere. 


7. Exceeding care should be taken 
in choosing a chairman. Christ, 
should, of course, be the center of 


‘our thoughts. 


8. Dis-ussions in euch retreats 
should be centered around “problems” 
and opportunities that the church is 
facing. 


9. The retreat should also spend 
some time in reading the Bible or 
some devotional book. 


10. The retreata should emphasize 
practical Christianity, and should seek 
to bring home to Christians the vital 
necessity for enlisting in the fight 
against evil and giving themselves to 
Constructive service. 


The Retreat 
Abstract of Address by D. Willard Lyon 


A retreat is not a legislative meet- 
ing, a debating society, a school, or a 
lace for propaganda. On the other 

d it has the following special 
marks: 


1. Its object is to learn better how 
to live and work together in Christian 
fellowship. 


2. It assumes that everyone present 
has come to learn of others, and also 
that everyone has some contribution 
to make, 


8. It emphasizes the exchange, 
not only of viewpoints, but of ex- 
perience, also. 


4. It majors on the spiritual 
life. 


Certain principles underlie an 
effective retreat. These may be 


grouped under three main headings as 
follows: 


1. Principles having to do with 
efficiency in thought: A retreat should 
stimulate, broaden, clarify and test 
thought. 


2. Principles having to do with 
the development of personality: A 
retreat should (1) give opportunity to 
each for self-expression; (2) develop 
self-assurance; (3) increase the en- 
thusiam of each for some common 
objectives; (4) develop a spirit of 
tolerance; and (0) help each man to 
Und hie largest place of useful ness. 


8. Principles having to do with 
fruitfalness in cooperative effort: A 
retreat should (1) result in better 
plans of work than those prepared by 
individual thought; (2) antici 
difficulties and pare to avoid or 
overcome them; (3) increase the spirit 
of harmony with which people work 
together; (4) promote unity and con- 
tinuity in objectives: and (5) avoid 
one-sided activities and emphases. 


Four New Tracts 


Besides the tracts published by = 


Christian Literature Society, the 
National Committee of the Y.M.C.A., 
and the Religious Tract Society, 
(already referred to in Bulletin No. 
26) the Wen Shih has also published 
a series of tracts on “Christianity and 
the People’s Movement”, under the 
following titles: 


1. Christianity and the People’s 
Revolation—Gen, Chang Chih Chiang. 


2. Christianity and Racial Prob- 
leme—-L. T. Chen. 


8. Christianity and Economic 
Life —Wesley Shen. 


4. Christianity and the People’s 
Righte—Wang Chib-sin. 


5. Christianity and the Farmers 
and Labor Movement—Chang Shih- 


chang. 


6. Christianity and Mass Educa- 
tion— Daniel Fu. 


7. Christianity and the Youth 
Movement—T. L. Shen. 


| 
| 
| 
‘ 
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CHURCH AND MISSION ADMIN- 
ISTRATION. 
7 

By vote of the Executive Committee, 
the following statement was sent to 
the secretarics of the missions, eo far 
as known to the National Christian 
Council at the time. Owing to the 
great changes in the present personnel 
and location of the mistionary body, 
the list is known to be very incomplete. 
The statement s therefore reprinted 
here, along with a few extracts from 
replies received to date. 


1. On tht Return of Missionaries to 
their Stations 

“We recognize that the authority 
and responsibility for decision as to 
return of mirsionsries rest with the 
ecclesiastical or other authority which 
determines the appointment and or 
the location of the missionaries. 


In reaching a decision, the follow- 
ing factors should be given due con- 
sideration: (a) The need and attitude 
of the local church and the Chinese 
populace: (b) temperament and fit- 
new the individual mi-sionary; (e) 


tt! of Chinese officials: (d) advice 


of consular and diplomatic officials.’’ 
II. On Indemnitics 


In view of the fact that premises 
used for Christian work and as the 
residence of missionaries have in 
many cases been deetroyed or damaged 
during the last year, the Council 
would suggest to the churches and 
missions concerned that an attempt 
be made to secure agreement as to the 
way in which these loses sha!) 
be met. 


‘Regardless of the responsibility of 
those who did the damage or ordered 
it to be done, the National Christian 
Council would suggest that missions 
and missionaries should avoid the 
making of claims which would to be 
enforeed from without, and should be 
Prepared to stand on the eame footing 
as Chinese Christians and others who 
cannot invoke the aid of any fore'gn 
government in pressing their claims. 
It may be that in this way the mis- 
sionary movement can demonstrate 
its principle of identification with the 
people of China rather than by 
pressing through diplomatic channels 


what might be fairly regarded as a 
just claim.“ 


III. Ona the Transfer of Mission Pro- 
perty 


That the Committes on Church 
and Mission, in cooperation with other 
bodies similarly engaged, be instructed 
to investigate the subject of the legal 
status of mission or church property 
under the Chinese government and 
report to the Executive Committee 
with a view to informing the Christian 
Community of its findings, looking 
toward the creation of property-hold- 
ing bodies within the church to which 
mission property may be transferred 
as seems desirable. 


Replies Received 


I. Ona the Return of Miwionarie to 
Stations 


Action of the Board of Foreign 
Missions, Methodist Episcopal Churob, 
New York, Nov. 16, 1927:— 


As to the return of missionaries 
who have been called out of China in 
recent months, we recommend that 
those missionaries should return to 
China who are acceptable to the 
Chinese, who are individually ap- 
proved by the Board of Foreign 
Miasions, are physically able to go, 
who keenly desire to go in spite of 
the present hazardous conditions, and 
who, above all, are prepared in the 
light of the new situation in China to 
identify themselves with the Chinese 
churches and people to the limit of 
their ability and we pledge ourselves 
to meet these requirements.’ 


Action of the Prudential Committee 
of the American Board of Commission- 
— 9 Foreign Missions, October, 

927:— 


*"Voted, that the American Board 
believes that only those missionaries 
should retarn to their fields in China 
who 

1. are individually invited by the 
Chinese Church, 

2. are individually approved by 
the Prudential Committee, 


8. are physically able to go, 


4. in spite of the present hazardou; 
conditions keenly desire to do so, ani 
above all, 


5. are prepared in the light of the 
new relations to identify themselves 
with the Chinese Church to the 
limit of their ability.” 


"Voted, that the American Roard 
urge ite China missionaries in the 
matter of their return to their stations 


1. to seek advise of their consular 
authorities, 


2. to act only after consultation 
with the properly constituted church 
or mission authoritics, 


3. to keep their Consuls fully 
advised of their movements.”’ 


The replies thas far received from 
mission secretaries in China would 
appear to show that the action of the 
National Christian Council on this 
subject is in line with the general 
practice of their reepeotive societies. 


ll. Indemnitie. 


In regard to thie matter there is 
some diversity of opinion as to what 
is in the best interest of Christian 
work in China. Although we have 
received information of ro mission 


that has put in claims for a>: we 
have been informed that at the 
request of consular officials, state- 
ments of both personal and mission 
losses were made by some of the 
missions and by some individual 
missionaries. ‘There seem to have 
been filed as information merely.” 
One correspondent from a miei en in 
which several furnishe! uch state- 
ments states specifically We die- 
claimed any desire to have claims 
pressed through diplomatic channels.” 
Some of the societies fearing lest 
these statements might be regarded 
as claims to be supported by their 
governments have taken steps to see 
that they were not so regarded. 


Action of the Board of Foreign 
Missions, Methodist Episeopa! Church, 
New York, Nov. 1927:— 


“The recent months of civil war 
and revolution in China have seen 
the looting, theft and destruction of 
church property and equipment. We 
recommend that the Board of Foreign 
Missions informs the State Department 


of the United States Government that. 


it will not file a y «Jaim for indemni- 
ties for these lceses. The Board 


AE 
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iesion, along with some other 
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respectfully reque:ts the United States 
Government not to take any action 
regarding losves suffered by the Board 
ok Foreign Missions without previous- 
ly consulting the Board. In making 
this recommendation, we recognize 
that the missionaries, as individuals, 
have the right to fi'e with the United 
States consulates in China inventories 
of their personal losges and that their 
demand for reparation is wholly 
opt onal with them. 


Various oorrespondents in China 
reported that the finding of the 
National Christian Council on this 
ul ect is in line with the decision of 
their home boards. 


The policy which the China Inland 
Mission has followed from the be- 
ginning is neither to ask, nor, under 
any circumstances, to accept any 
indemnity for loss of mission property 
oroflife. Weare unable to sey how 
widely this policy is held by the diff 
erent missions in regard to property. 
It appears to be very general, if not 
universal, in regard to life. 


At the same 


time, the China 


missions, leaves individual members 
of the mis ion free to at as they 
may iodividuaally deem right in regard 
to personal lose. We are of the 
impression, however, from informa- 
tion thus far reoeived, that the filling 
of such personal claims with any 
desire to have them pressed through 
diplomatic channels is extremely rare, 
if indeed made at all, and that the 
general practice of the boards of 
missions is to endeavor through 
special appeals to their constitutency 
to meet the most imperative needs of 


their missionaries resulting from such 
los-es. 


One correspondent, secre'ary for 
many years of one of the larger 
American missions, differs from the 


above view. His argument is given 
herewith. 


Jo go to the heart of the finding, 
I think that it is neither necessary 
nor wise for foreign missionaries and/ 
or foreign mission societies to stand 
on the same footing as Chinese Chris- 
tians. Chinese Christians—many of 
them the very salt of the earth, true, 
tried and trustworthy—are a mino: ity, 


— — 


comparatively so few in number, 
though individually many ef them so 
superior, so little understood, so hated 
or held in contempt, that they need 
all that foreign workers can legi- 
timately preserve for them. Of course 
no foreign missionary should take 
anything out of China solely for the 
benefit of foreigners. But to forego 
the protection and the support 
guaranteed by treaties would be to 
fail to render a service to Chinese 
Christiane which would come close to 
betraying a trust, Mission money is 
trust money Miesion aries and mie 
sion boards should guard all gifts, all 
property purchased with mission 
money to the full extent of legal 
treaties, unless upon careful Kamins 
tion it appears that the terms of the 
treaties violate fundamental moral 
principles. Christianity is the ex- 
preasion of the noblest sentiment, bat 
it has nothing in @ommon with weak 
sentimentality. Missionaries will 
prove recreant to their trust as oon- 
cerns Chincse Christians and will fail 
in their duty to the unenlightened, 
Chinese if they fail to use every 
legitimate means to collect just in- 
demnities for all property destroyed, 
or abused, or used, by or with the 
assent of responsible Chinese. The 
controlling purpose should always be 
to serve the Chinese Christians and to 
preserve for them the gifts and labors 
of the representatives of Him who 
came not to be ministered to but to 
minister. It would be easy for all 
foreign workers and foreign mission 
boar/s to waive all indemnities, and 
doubtless euch a course would be 
applauded by the selfish and worldly, 
as well as by some Christiane who 
have given attention to only certain 
phases of the question, but tle 
present affords an opportunity for 
standing for what is fair and just in 
the interest of a minority and for 
making plain some abiding principles 
of right. Paul more than once 
profited by his Roman citizenship 
I thank God for my American 
citizenship. My duty is to make the 
fullest poszible use of it for the service 
of the Chinese churches and for the 


glory of the just, omnipotent, loving 
God. 


How generally this opinion is 
shared by other individuals, we have 


no means of knowing. We have so 
far received no report from any 
inissionary society which has put 
itself on record as holding thie view 
today. 


Ata meeting of the Standing Com- 
mittee of the N. C. C. on International 
Relations, when the matter was under 
discussion, several prominent Chinese 
Christian laymen who were present 
stated that in their judgment a 
responsibility rete upon Chinese 
Christians to help the government 
accept reeponsibility for actions of its 
troops or members of the government 
which lead to the destruction of 
property either of Chinese citizens or 
of foreigners. It was felt that it 
should be made clear to the Chinese 
government that it should accept 
responsibility, and that, in the event 
of its falling to do so, the determined 
movement looking to the abandon- 
ment of rights may not prove benefi- 
cial to China in the long run. 


III. Transfer of Property. 


Reporte thus far received show 
general approval of the decision oft 
the N. C. C. to have the Committee on 
Church and Mission Administration 
make a etudy of the legal status of 
church and mission property, looking 


to the creation of property-holding 
bodies within the church. 


This whole question is being now 
widely discussed especially in view of 
the problems raised by the Chinese 
government in connection with the 
registration of educational institutions. 
Some mi-sionary societies and Chinese 
Church bodies are taking active steps 
looking to the creation of property- 
holding bodies. 


At the same time it is evident that 
there is a desire for fuller study of the’ 
whole subject of the basis on which 
Chinese property holding bodies can 
best be created, and a feeling that, 
pending fuller information on this 
subject, and more suitable conditions, 
the lease of property by the missions 
to Chinese bodies is a more satisfactory 
way of meeting the present emergency, 
than the immediate transfer of such 
property. 


Leases have been entered into be- 
tween the missions and the boards of 


he 
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control of a number of educational 


institutions, by which the property is 


turned over for a period of years to 
the control of these boards upon 
payment of a nominal rental. We 
give below a form of lease contract 
prepared by one of the missions for 
submission to the parent missionary 
board for approval. 


A Lease Contract 


(Submitted by one of the China 
missions to the llone Board. 
Names have been omitted.) 


The.........(name of mis-ionary 
sociéty) having full contidence that 
(name of church) can 


make proper use of thie property 
for the extension of the Kingdom of 
Christ in China, hereby agrees tw 
lease to the Execut ve Committee 
of the.........the property herein 
described on the following conditions 


Terms of Contract 


(1) Time limit. This lease shall 
be valid for a period of not more than 
five years from the date of signature. 
f6rcitusr party desires to terminate 
thie lease. they may do vo by giving 
six months notice. By mutusl agree- 
ment of owner and lessee said lease 
may be terminated at any time. 


(2) Rental. The lessee shall pay 
an annua! rental amountiyg to 
per cent of the value of the property 
as herein stated, 


(3) De Property. This property 
shall be ured exclusively for carrying 
‘on of Christian work. 


(4) Forfeiture of lease. For any 
one of the following three reasons this 
lease shall be null and void and the 
property revert at once to the owner, 
viz. 

(a) Wherever it ceases to be used 
for Christian purposes. 


(b) Whenever acts contrary to the 
laws of the country are carried on 
therein. 

(e) Whenever said property is no 
longer used by the lessee. 


(5) Responsibility. The lessee 
agrees to be responsible for the protec- 
tion of the property and the minor 
repairs necessary. 


Description of the Property 


(2) Kind of property............... 
Church School Residence 


(3) Measurements and plot of 
land. 


(4) Valuation— Lands 
Buildings $......... Furnishings $...... 
„Total Value §........ Rental at 5% 
of total valuation $............ 

(5) Uses for which the property 
is leased. 

Signatures 
For the owner 

Board, represent- 
atives of the Committee ad-interim of 
tho Mission. 


For the lessee 


Representatives of the Executive 
Committee of the......... of the......... 
Church. 


Registration of Mission Property 


The head of one of the missions in 
Central China in replying to the 
questions sent out by the National 
Christian Couneil writes: “you do not 
mention the question of registration 
of mission property. This is the 
pressing question here at the present 
time In writing of his experience 
he says: The question of the 
amount of fees for such registration 
became matter for mutual discussion. 
It was pointed out that the temples 
do not pay registration fees, and that 
it was only fair that the Christian 


religion should have the same 
privileges as the non-Christian 
religions. The amount of the 


proposed fees was such as to make the 
registration of property exceedingly 
burdensome either upon the Chinese 
Church or upon the missions. It was 
finally agreed that the churches and 
mission schools should register but 
not pay the fees. Hospitals however 
were required to pay the registration 
fees. 


This whole question is being con- 
sidered by the Committee on Churoh 


— 


and Mission Administration, who will 
greatly welcome information from 
different parts of the country giving 
the experience of different groups. 


THE INDIGENOUS CHURCH 


(Statement by Dr. Robert E. Speer. See 
Report on Japan and China, 1926, p. 208) 


1. That it should be the Church of 
Christ, that He should be its Head in 
the fullness of the fact and conception 
of Him and His headship set forth in 
the New Testament. It will be ex- 
clusive in the sense that He is the only 
Saviour and Lord. It will be inclusive 
in the sense that He is all in all, and 
Head of ali both presentand past, and 
that by Him all things consist. All 
the wealth and truth of the inherit- 
ance and experience of the nation is 
His. 

2. That it should bea living, prop- 
agating power, o possessing Christ 
and possessed by Him that ite epon- 
taneous and irresistible inetinct «hall 
be to make Christ known to all men 
and to make Christ Lord of al4biegs- 


(See Frederic Myers, Catholic 
Thoughts on Church of Christ and 
the Church of England.”) 


8. That it should be self-governing 
and self-supporting. This does not 
mean that it may not accept counsel 
and help. It does mean that it does 
net rely upon them and that it can do 
witbout them. 


4. That it should be national and 
free. Thie means that it should he 
independent of foreign contro! and 
authority, though it may have what 
relations of international fellowship 
it thinks wise. It meane that it will 
have the color and flavor of the 
national character and will be fitted 
to the genius of the race. It means 
that so for as any external authority 
is concerned the Church will have ab- 
solute freedom of thought and life. 


5. That it should be a part of that 
Church which lives from age to age 
and which is above all nations and 
races, and that it should be conscious- 
ly and vitally and truly in line with 
the full Christian heritage. This 
means that it must know the Church 
of history as well as the Christ of 
history. 


| 
(1) Location.........Provinee......... 
County.........Place 
| — 
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6. That it should know what the 
Church of the past has been through 
in the matter of faith and other, but 
be free on the basis of the New Testa- 
ment and the history of the Church 
and its own living experience to work 
out its own credal statements and 
ecclesiastic organization. 


7. That it should be a living or- 
gan ist built of those living celle which 
are essential to all organic life. This 
means that it should function in and 
through efficient congregational! units. 
An argument can be made for a new 
furm of Christianity which would 
dispense with local church organiza- 
tions, with the sacraments and the 
discipline and education and fellowship 
of local churches. But it is a purely 
theoretic | and fallacious argument. 
I men are to make a thing living,” 
says Mr. Cheeterton, they must make 
it local.” “For a long time past,” 
wrote Hort, I have been coming in 
various ways to feel that perhaps 
our moet urgent need in the English 
Church is the creation of a true con- 
gregational life. ...A new con- 
gregational life would give back to 
Christianity iteelf a power of which 


people little dream. 


8. That it should fearlessly 
grapple in the epirit of Christ with 
all the problems of life and society, 
or, to put it in more Christian terma, 
that it should seek to serve both 
individual persons and society as a 
whole in all the ways in which men 
of righteousness and truth and cour- 
age can serve in Christ's name their 
fellow men and their age. 


9. That it should teach and live 
the Gospel and that it should conceive 
and represent Christianity not as a 
Western system to be modified but as 
the ideal truth of God revealed ,in 
Christ after which all national 
churohes are striving. 


The essential thing about these new 
churches is that they should be real. 
Life and witness will be the first 
evidence of this reality, but also if 
these churches are real they will be 
independent. No one will make 
them independent. No one can. They 
will be so. And we gain nothing by 
slurring the importance of this. One 
of the essentials of a real Church is 
financial self-dependence. 


CHURCH UNION 


An important step in church union 
was taken in December by the decision 
of the Baptist churches in Shantung, 


established by the English Baptist 


Mission, to join the Church of Chriet 
in China. Ibis is the first body, 
other than those connected with 
Presbyterian, Congregational and 
Reformed churches to join the united 
church. While this action affects 
only Baptist churches in Shantung, it 
is generally expected that the Baptist 
churches in Shansi and Shen«i, 
established by the same mission, will 
take similar action. The secretary of 
one of the Lutheran Boards of Foreign 
Missions recently wrote as follows in 


regard to the Church of Christ in 
China: 


“| look forward with intense 


toward this newly founded Church 
organization. Our mission church in 


— will aleo have to decide its 
attitude toward it.” 


This attitude seems to be held by 
not a few others. In the recent con- 
ferences of the Methodist Episcopal! 
Church connected with the American 
Episcopal Uhurch, North, the question 
was definitely asked as to whether or 
not the Chinese members of that 
church preferred to maintain their 
present connection with Methodist 
denominations in other countries or 
to unite with the Church of Corist in 
China. The answer they gave will 
be found in a report of the recent 
meeting of the Kast of Asia Conference 
(ee page 10). 


During the past few months the 
consideration of the question of 
church union finally led to the formal 
launching on December 4, 1927 of the 
Hangchow City Christian Church of 
China on its career. The movement 
culminating in this step grew immed- 
iately out of the Hangchow Christian 
Union, a voluntary organization of 
individual Christians formed in the 
spring of 1927 to meet the emergencies 
created by the spread of the Nation- 
alist movement. Its roots reach back 
to fellowship ideals fostered in the 
work of the Hangchow Union Com- 
mittee and the I. M. C. A. Three 


— 


churches unite to form this new 
church, the Bi Z Church, established 
by the Northern Presbyterian Mis- 
sion, the Wusan Church, established 
by the Southern Presbyterian Mission, 
and the Zwen Yui Giao, established 
by the Northern Baptist Mission. 
These three churches are reported to 
be three of the strongest in the city, 
and contain a large part of the Chris- 
tian leadership. This Hangchow 
movement, while it has many points 
of sympathy with the Church of 
Christ in China, has, nevertheless, 
not joined that church which it regards 
chiefly as a union and pot as an 
independent movement. 


Lausanne Conference 


The Call t Christian Unity 


(unanimously adopted by the full 
conference August 20, 1927) 


God wille unity. Our presence in 
this conference bears testimony to our 
desire to bend our wills to His. 
However we may justify the begin- 
nings of disunion, we lament its 
continuance and henceforth m 
labor, in penitence and faith, 
build up our broken walls. 


“God's Spirit has been in the mi 
of us. It was He who called us 
hither. His presence has been 
manifest to our worship, our delibera. 
tions and our whole fellowship. He! 
has discovered us to one another. He 
has enlarged our horizons, quickened 
our understanding, and enlivened our 
hope. We have dared and God 
justiled our daring. We can never 
be the same again. Our deep thank 
fulness must find expression in sus 
tained endeavor to share the visions 
vouchsafed us here with those smaller 
home groups where our lot is cast. 


More than half the world is 
waiting forthe Gospel. At home and 
abroad sad multitudes are turning 
away in bewilderment from the 
Church because of its corporate feehle- 
ness. Our missions count that as a 
necessity which we are inclined to 
look on as a luxury. Already the 
mission field is impatiently revolting 
from the divisions of the Western 
Church to make bold adventure for 
unity in its own right. Weof the 


(Christ in will take ite etand 
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Churches represented in this con- 


ference cannot allow our spiritual 
children to outpace us. We with them 
must gird ourselves to the task, the 
early beginnings of which God has so 
richly blessed, and labor side by side 
until our common goal is reached. 


“Some of us, pioneers in this 
undertaking, have grown old in our 
search for unity. It is to youth that 
we look to lift the torch on high. 
We men have carried it too much 
alone through many years. The 
women henceforth should be accorded 
their share of responsibility. And so 
the whole Churoh will be enabled to 
do that which no section can hope to 


perform. 


It was God's olear cal! that gather- 
edus. With faith stimulated by His 
Guidance to us here, we move forward.” 


The By-Products of the 
Lausanne Conference 


One by-product is the increased 


realization of the immediate neocssity 
greater measure of co- 


operation in practical service on the 
part of the churches. Present fellow- 
ship in common Christlan tasks was 
teen to be a clear path of advance 
0 the enlarging fellowship of the 
future.’ 


“Bo Bishop Charles Gore, one of the 
foremort advocates of reunion on the 
Basix of the acceptance of one form of 
government and of the historic creeds 
as authoritative statements, said at 


‘If such acceptance is at present, 
in such a representative body as 
this, plainly impossible, I think we 
must abandon our present attempt 
(though ouly for a time) and devote 
ourselves to the more feasible task 
of consolidating all those who 
profess the name of Christ, without 
regard to the doctrinal and sacra- 
mental differences, in an earnest 
pursuit of the moral and social aims 
of Christianity. If we can learn to 
act as one body on the moral and 
social fields we may become better 
fitted in another generation to ap- 
‘proach doctrinal and sacramental 
unity.’ ” 


FEDERAL COUNCIL OF THE 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
IN AMERICA 


The following is a letter which was 
published in “The North China Daily 
News“, December 24, 1927: 


November 22, 1027 


Editor, North China Herald 
The Bund, Shanghai, China 
Sir: 

In your issues of September 3 and 
September 10, you have made state: 
ments which are so false and misiead- 
ing that I must request that, in the 
interests of ordinary fairness and 
truth, you publish this letter or make 
some other form of correction. 


Your many innuendoes to the effect 
that the Federal Council of the 
Churches is in some underground 
way related to communist or bolshe- 
viet forces or points of view are 
without a shred of foundation. All 
the policies of the Federal Council of 
the Churches in all phases of its 
work are determined by governing 
bodies made up of the official repre- 
sentatives named by the twenty-eight 
constituent denominations comprising 
the Council All programs of work 
and statements of policy are form- 
ulated by these central governing 
bodies, made up of the reprerentatives 
of the churches and by no other 
groups. 


Your further statement that in 
many things the policy of the 
Federal Council is controlled by the 
American Civil Liberties Union is 
wholly false. As already stated 
above, the policy in everything is 
controlled by the responsible repre- 
sentatives of the various denomina- 
tions 


Your statement that the Federal 
Council has “fought to block everv 
form of restriction upon immigration” 
is equally falee The truth is that, 
in many ways, the Federal Council 
has favored carefully restricted im- 
migration. What it has opposed has 
been any discrimination in our im- 
migration policies against particular 
groups On racial grounds. 


The statement which you print 
from a labor unien official, criticizing 


— — —— — 


the Federal Council, was based upon 
certain inaccurate and misleading 
statements, printed in an ephemeral 
magazine called Patches, which has 
since been discontinued, with its 
owner released from jail under heavy 
bail, charged with serious firancial 
irregularities. Let me add that the 
statement of thie particular labor 
leader has been repudiated by Nr. 
William Green, the President of the 
American Federation of Labor, in a 
letter which Mr. Green would doubt- 
lees be willing to put in your hands, 
if you desire to see it. 


As a cerrective to your general 
epirit of suspicion of the Federal 
Council, let me suggest that you give 
attention to the statement made by 
President Cooldige (as reported in 
the New York Herald Tribune and 
other papers for November 3) in 
which he said to a delegation which 
waited on him at the White House 
that he was gratified at the existence 
of an agency like the Federa! Council 
of the Churches, which was giving 
its attention to developing interna- 
tional goodwill and creating public 
opinion in ite behal& — 


To one statement in your articles I 
desire to give hearty assent, namely, 


your remark that “the Federal 
Council recognizes the National 
Christian Council of China eas «a 


kindred body lam very happy to 
pay that this is true. P 


Very sincerely yours, 


Samvuet Mc Crea Cavert 
General Secretary 


REORGANIZATION OF THE 
NATIONAL CHRISTIAN 
COUNCIL 


The annual meeting of the N. C. C. 
in October voted as follows: 


That a special committee be appo- 
inted to study the whole matter of the 
reorganization of the Council and to 
report at the next annual meeting. 


The Committee on Reorganization 
has held several meetings. It is 
engaged in gathering data on which 


— 
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above recommendation. 


Connection with the 
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to base a memorandum for general 
Consideration as to ways and means 
by which effect can be given to the 
At a recent 
meeting of the (ommittee on Reorga- 
nization the following four methods of 
electing the membership of the Na- 
tional Christian Council were suggest- 
ed as possible: 


1. The election of the Council 
by Chinese church bodies. (It was 
taken for granted that at the present 
time probably these bodies would 
wish to elect missionaries as well as 
Chinese to the Council.) 


2. The election of the Council 
by Chinese church bodies and by the 
missions. (This would mean that the 
Chinese church bodies would elect the 
Chinese and the missions elect mis- 
Sionary representatives) 


3. Election of the Council by 
regional federations. This could be 
done either by having these regional 
federations elected 

a. by the church bodies functioning 
in a given area or 


by the charch bodies and missions 


functioning in that area, or 
e. by individual local congregations. 


4. The election of a Council! as« 
purely voluntary organization of indi 
viduals. This would probably involve 
the holding of a convention every 
few years and the election of a Coun- 
cil to function during the interim be- 
tween such oonferences. 


Information is desired by the Coun- 
cil from all church and mission bodies 
interested in ite reorganization in re- 
gard to the present communicant 
membership of each church, by con- 
ferences, synods, dioceses, etc. inas- 
much as any reorganization of the 
Council will doubtless be based to 
some extent at least upon the oom 
municant membership of the oo- 
operating church bodies. 


COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIANIZ- 
ING ECONOMIC RELATIONS 


Two conferences have been held in 
the last month, one in Shanghai, in 
International 


Industrial Service League and the 
Emergency School for Chinese Studies, 
and one in Foochow, conducted by 
the North Fukien Christian Federa- 
tion. The former, attended by about 
sixty people, conoerned itself largely 
with the problems of a large, indus- 
trial center, such as the system of 
employment, the labor movement, 
socialistic thinking and economic im- 
perialiem. The latter thought in 
terms of facing the industrial problems 
of ite own community. 


The prospecte for industrial re- 
search are increasing!y encouraging. 
Cost of living studies are continuing 
in Shanghai and Tientsin. A new 
department of social research has been 
established by the Nationalist Govern- 
ment, with Prof. L. K. Tao at its 
head. Prof. Condliffe, research secre- 
tary for the Institute of Pacific Rela- 
tions, is at present in China studying 
possible projects for economic researeh. 


The report of the National Con- 
ference on Christianizing Economic 
Relations, held last Augurt, has been 
jasned, and contains much material of 
value to those interested in economic 
conditions and eocial thinking. A 
stody outline on “Standards of Work 
for Servants” has been prepared and 
will be published this month. Another 
outline is being prepared for the use 
of leaders of discussion groups com- 
posed of industrial workers. The 
lantern s ide lecture on Child Labor 
is proving very popular, having been 
used last at the Kiangeu Provincial 
Educational Association meeting at 
Nanking. 


COMMITTEE ON 
CHRISTIANIZING THE HOME 


The committee is concentrating on 
three lines of work : 


1. The formulation of simply con- 
crete standards for the Christian home, 
which might be considered as ideals 
for country and small town Christian 
homes to work toward. 


2. The preparation of material 
useful for the observance of Chinese 
New Year in the Christian home. 


3. The promotion of institutes for 
the training of teachers, pastors and 
Bible women in the subject of **Reli- 
gious Education in the Home,“ and 
the preparation of simple material 
useful for such purpose, including 
suggestion for plays, games, health 
habits, and social and relizious 
habits. 


In all three pointe, the committee 
bas in mind things that are within the 
scope of comparatively simple homes, 
especially in rural districts. 


The Committee will greatly weloome 
suggestions, especially reports of work 


done. 


Christianizing Chinese New Year 
Festivals | 


The Committee on Christianisi 
the Home has suggested to the Ch 
pastors that they should help the 
members with ideas for observing 
New Year's Eve's Thankagiving 
in their own homes. During the N 
Year time, the congregation might 
plan a soci) gathering where whole 
some types of recreation and use of 
lelwure could be demonstrated to the 
members. This opportunity might 
aleo be taken to help the family te 
work out a family budget. It ic 
suggested that thie social 
might be planned for the day 
which non-Chrietians are 
the God of Wealth. 


Suggestions tor a Thenkeg 
Service New Year's Eve 


We must take out the superstitions 
— in the observance of the 
ial 
religious ideas which should be pr 
servel. These include the sense 
gratitude to God, repentance, worship 
happiness and decision of character 
The church ought to utilize thi 
excellent opportunity for prom 
the Christian spirit and ideas. Hence, 
our suggestion that New Year's Eve 
be obeerved as a Christian festival. 


1. Time: New Year’s Eve or some 
time knmediately before that. | 


2. Personnel: All members of the 
family, guests, and servants. 


3. Preparation; Pecoration of the 
home. The head of family needs some 
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„ * time for quiet preparation before 

service. 

4. Dinner Party: All of the family 
join in this feast. The observance of 
the Family Worship’’ may come 
either before or after the dinner. 


‘5. Program Suggestions for Family 
Worship: After the singing of hymns, 
Prayer, and the reading of a pealm, 
an opportunity might be given for 
@ilence, during which the deceased 
aneestors and relatives may be held 
In reverence. The head of the fam- 
| ily, or the person appointed by the 
parents, may gives short talk, after 
which there should be an opportanity 
for anyone to bring up topics for 
 )}thankagiving, repentance, decision, or 
shortation. Time should be allowed 
prayer and thanks to God for his 
roles, and the members of the 
mily who are albeent from the 
ing should be remembered. 
@ prayer session may close with the 
ed's Prayer, and the benediction. 


a Baggestions for farewell ceremony 
* the old year in which all the mem- 
| of the family, guests, and servants 

share are also given. A small 

* "\.) jamphiet in Chinese has been worked 

AA, containing all there and other 

sore detailed suggestions. This may 

had on application to the National 
hristian il. 


Counei! 


visit OF DOCTOR BRUNNER 


Dr. Edmund de 8. Brunner, Director 
Town and Country Surveys of the 
tute of Social and Keligious 
Research, New York City, spent the 
two weeks of November in 
hai, representing the Interna- 
tiona! Missionary Council in prepara- 
tion for the Jerusalem Conference 
in April. Dr. Brunner will act in 
the capacity of adviser to the con- 
ference section on The Church's 
Responsibility to Rural Groups. Pre- 
vious to his arrival in Shanghai, 
Doctor Brunner had made a three 
months’ study and survey of the rural 
church and rural conditions in Korea. 
The Rural Church Committee of the 
National Christian Council arranged 
for two open meetings, at one of which 
Dr. Brunner outlined the develop- 
ment and progress of the present day 
rural church movement in the United 


* 


States. The second was a discussion 
meeting. Unfortunately Dr. Brunner 
had to spend most of his time in 
Shanghai in the Country Hospital, 
which prevented the carrying out of 
a larger program of lectures, con- 
ferences, and trips which the Rural 
Church Committee had tentatively 
arranged. Dr. Brunner has gone 
to India, where he will epend some 
time in stadying the rural church and 
rural conditions and probleme there. 


J. H. R. 


THE WEEK OF PRAYER 


The week of January 1-7 was the 
eighty-second observance of the 
World's Week of Prayer, he'd under 
the auspices of the World's Evangeli- 
cal Alliance. In accordance with 
our annual custom, the observance of 
thie week by the churches in China 
was promoted by the National Chris- 
tian Council. Although it is etill too 
early to have received reports from all 
parte of the country, we judge from 
the letters we have received, that this 
time for intercession and prayer has 
done much to bind the Christians 
more closely together in one fellowship 
in Christ. 


Reporte have already been received 
from the following thirty-seven 
heiens in twelve different provinces: 


(1) Fengtien: Kingchow, Antung, 
Makden; (#) Tientsin, 
Cheneting: (4) Henan: Wu An, 


Lingru; (4) Shantung: Chefoo; (5) 
Shansi: Showyang, Chibsien; (6) 
Kauen Lanchow; (7) Kiangru: Nan- 
king, Chekiang, Changchow, Soochow, 
Taiteang, Changshu, Wukiang, Yeng- 
teung, Chuyung, Woosung, Shanghai; 
(9) Chekiang: Ningpo, Shaoheing, 
Chinhai, Kinbwa, Linghai; (9) 
Kiangsi: Nanchang, Kuling, Ling- 
chuan, Nancheng; (10) Hupe: Wu- 
chang, Ichang; (11) Fukien: Foochow, 
Futsing, Sienyu; (12) Kwangtung: 
Canton, Swatow. 

In Shanghai the Christians met in 
Moore Memoria! Church, January Ist, 
at three in the afternoon. Rev. Yui 
Tse-chai presided and Rev. Teen 
Hesao-hsien, the new chairman of the 
Pastors’ Association, preached. There 
were more than three hundred Chris- 


tians present. 


The National Christian Council 
united with other Christian bodies 
near the Missions Building in the 
observance of the Week. Meetings 
were held each morning from January 
ord to 7th. The meetings were led by 
the Rev. Marcus Cheng, Mies Ting 
Shu-ching, Rev. Z. T. Kaung, and 
Dr. C. Ve Cheng. 


MOVEMENTS OF SECRETARIES 


Dr. C. J. len attended the Annual 
Conference of the Baptist Churches in 
Shantung founded by the Baptist 
Niassionary Society. He was especially 
invited to peak as Moderator of the 
Church of Christ in China. While in 
Shantung Dr. Cheng addressed 
ings in a number of cities. 

Ree. Dang Fang spent part of De- 
cember and January in a visit to North 
China in the interests of the Com- 
mittee on Christianizing Rural Life, 
and of the Jerusalem Meeting of the 
International Missionary Council. He 
visited Tientsin, Peking, Teangchow, 
Changli, Mukden and Deiren. 


Rev. X. T. Cheng has ade 0ͤ!⁊üł⸗öé; 

trips to Nanking and Hangchow to 
confer with Government officials in 
regard to their opium policy and to 
bring to bear upon them such influ. 
ence as the National Anti Opium 
Aesociation has in the interest of total 
suppression of the traffic. 


Dr. Henry T. Hodgkin let China 
December ird on the invitation of 
the Student Volunteer Movement to 
address the five thousand North 
American students who gathered in 
Convention during the New Year's 
Holidays. From there he went to New 
York to attend the Annual Meeting of 
the Conference of Missionary Societies 
and other missionary gatherings. He 
is due back in China by the President 
Jackson, February 10th. 


Dr. C. F. Cheng and Rev. F. O. Lo- 
ben tine are among the delegates 
appointed to attend the Jerusalem 
Meeting of the International Mission- 
ary Council, March 24th to April Sth. 
Along with the other delegates from 
China they are due to sail from 
Shanghai by the N. V. K. Ka tori 
Maru on February 2let and to return 


to Shanghai, May 17th. 
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NOTES AND COMMENTS 


Mr. Boynton has recently edited 
a new edition of the Directory of 
Protestant Missions. The edition will 
Contain only the names of missionaries 
in China at the beginning of this year. 
The Kwang Huseh Publishing House 
aie the publishers. The Directory 
will appear in abbreviated form, the 


alphabetical list alone being printed. 


There are now (Feb. 1.) in Shang- 
hai approximately 850 missionaries 
connected with Protestant churches. 


A tabulation from the latest list of 
missionaries of the C.1.M. gives the 
present membership and location as 


follows: 

695 
In Europe .... 274 
147 
57 


Rev. J. K. Moncrieff reports as 
follows in regard to the Emergency 
Schoo! of Chinese Studies in Shanghai: 


The Emergency School of Chinese 
Studies wae established in February, 
1927, for the purpose of providing 
courses in Chinese language, literature 
art, philosophy, religion, and similar 
subjects for the duration of the present 
emergency. While established pri- 
marily in the interests of refuges 
missionaries from the interior, it has 
been open on equal terms to all, and 
not afew local residents, missionary, 
non-mirsionary, and Chinese, have 
availed themselves of the opportunities 
offered. 


The work of the epring term has 
already been reported. The summer 


session was conducted in the 
administration building of the 
Shanghai American School. One 


hundred twenty five students were in 
attendance, and the staff included 
Dr. D. W. Lyon, Lr. Frank Rawlin- 
gon, Rev. Frank Millican, Rev. Karl 
Reichelt, Prof. Donald Roberts, Dr. 


Evan Morgan, Miss Lily Haas, Dr. 
C. S. Miao, Mr. H. C. Tsao, Mr. Z. K. 
Zia, and Mr. T. L. Shen. Mr. W. B. 
Pettus, principal of the North China 
Union Language School, assisted ably 
in the direction of the school. 


A considerable part of the summer 
staff was retained for the autumn 
quarter, and in addition Pres. l’ott, 
Rev. E. H. Cressy, Mr. Allan Chow, 
were secured to give additional courses, 
The school was conducted in the 
Missions Building. and there was a 
total registration of ninety. 


The staff for the Winter Quarter, 
now in session, includes Mr. W. p. 
Mille, Rev. A. K. Garnier, Mr. Y. T. 
Wang, Dr. Darroch, and Dr. Mac. 
Gillivray, in addition to some of those 
already mentioned. With the mis- 
sionaries returning in larger numbers 
to the interior, the attendance has 
dropped to about forty. 


The Emergency School has filled a 
very definite need, and through the 
generous contribution of time on the 
part of the members of the staff, all of 
them busy men, serving for the joy of 
the service without remuneration, the 
School has been enabled to render a 
very valuable service. From the great 
decrease in attendance it would seem 
that ite days of existence are number- 
ed. But it has been a great year. 


Rev. Gardner Tewkesbury is on- 
ducting a language echool at Tsing- 
tao. The present enrolment is thirty- 
four. 


Dr. Henry S. Houghton, Director of 
the Peking Union Medical College is 
retiring from China. In his going 
the Missionary Movement in China 
loses a warm friend, who has through- 
out the period of his connection with 
the P. U. M. C. sustained most 
sympathetic relationships with the 
Miesionary Movement. His place is 
temporarily being taken by Mr. Roger 


S. Greene, vice president of the Rocke- 
feller Foundation. 


Several hundred copies of the 
World Missionary Atlas published 
leas than two years ago and sold for 
$10.00 are still available and are 
offered for sale by the Institute of 
Social and Religious Research, 370 
Seventh Avenue, New York for (Gold) 
$1.75, postage extra. To the student 
who desires to keep abreast of the 
progress of Christianity in the world | 
it ie an invaluable work of reference. 


The Daily Vacation Bible Schools 
Secures «a tull-time Chinese 
Secretary | 


The China Association of the Daily 
Vacation Bible Schools has, during 
recent years, been endeavoring to the 
be-t of ite ability to promote summer 
schools for Chinere children. In this 
it has een a good deal of ces. 
With the view to Christianising China 
and lifting up Christ in this country, 
the religious education of the children 
ie necessary. This, thereforgicie the 
outstanding ideal of the Association 
Iw foture progress will, howeve 
depend upon the assistance and 
operation of Christian schools, 
teachers, and students all over 
country. 


The Board of Managers has « 
Dr. Fong F. See and Dr. C. Y. Cheng 
Honorary Chairmen; Rev. I. C. Wa 
Chairman: Mre. C. L. Heia, V 
Chairman; and Rev. W. A. Main 
Treasurer, to help forward ite wor 
for the coming year, 1928. Dr. 
ville, the International Secretary of 
the Movement, visited Shanghai 
during November and gave much 
assistance and encouragement to the 
Association. Rev. H. E. Davie, the 
Executive Secretary, bas tendered his 
resignation to the Association so as to 
enable him to give his whole time and 
energy to evangelistic and educational 
work. His place is to be taken by 
Mr. T.T. Chiu, a graduate of Shanghai 
College, and of its Theological Semin- 
ary. Mr. Chiu has had experience 
in the work of vacation schools and 
the Association is very fortunate to 
secure him for this position. 
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. BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER’S 
BURDENS 


Let us unite/in prayer for the 
mecsting of the International Mission- 
ary Council at Jerusalem, for the 
activities carried on in preparation 
for it, and for the new and vital 
activities that may grow out of it. 
We invite those who join in prayer to 
unite with us in particular in the 
requests which follow. 


The Purpose of God 


Tus Gop's Purross 


The meeting will touch many in- 
terestse. It will cover a wide range of 
subjects. But however far thought 
may stretch, it needs continually to 
return to the center, and that center 
is God's purpose purpose higher 
than any of our human purposes. to 
be humbly learned and faithfully 
obeyed. Let us ack, 


That the meeting and all activites 


with & may contribute to the 
fiment of God's purposes; and iat to 
sad Christ may be the center, the 


ouchstons and the wnepiration of all that 
is thought and wri... m and spoken. 


The Work of Preparation 


Tus Srrarr or 


If there is to be in our day a new 
creative act of God and a breaking 
forth of fresh energies of life, men 
must be willing tw think new 
thoughts, to form new habits and to 
walk in new ways Let us ask, 


That members of the Council, all whe 
take part in the work of preparation, the 
Mission Boards and the Churches over- 
seas may be given an open and childlike 


mind, readiness to receive new ideas and 
willingness to venture forth on untried 
ways. 


or EXPecTANCY AND PRAYER 


What is needed for the fulfilment of 
the Christian Miesion is something 
that goes far beyond anything that 
can be accomplished with existing 
resources, something that God alone 
can bring to pass. Let us ask, 


That there may be given a piru of 
expectancy; and that members of the 
Council and all engaged in the Christian 
Muston, recognizing the disproportion 
between ii demands and the capacity of 
human resources to meet them, may give 
themeeloes increasinyly to prayer, and 
may gain in prayer a new confidence 
and joy in the wealth of God's goodness, 
love and power. 


Tus Srrarr UsDERSTANDING AND 


Those who are seeking to co-operate 
belong to many folds, national and 
ecolesiastical. Widely different races 
will be represented at the meeting. 
Let us ask, 


That there may be given o all the 
desire and the power of imagination te 
understand and the readiness and 
generosity to welcome truth from every 
quarter; and that in fellowship and 
mutual sharing those from East and 
West may reilisze and demonstrate their 
vital nenen in Christ, 


The Outcome of the Meeting 


Tus Grrr ov I 


Inquiries are being undertaken in 
regard to questions of vital import for 
the Christian Mission. Let us ask, 


— 


fresh light may be gained regard- 
ing, 


The Christian Life and Message in 
relation to other ways of life and thought; 


The principles and practise of re- 
ligious education; 


The relation of the older Churches of 
Christendom te the younger Churehes 
overseas; 


The Christian responsibility in regard 
to relations between races, industrial 
relations and the life rural com- 
munilice ; 


Tne future of international missionary 
co-operation. 


Tae Gut ov tion 


The world is waiting for a werd of 
power. Lat us ask, 


That oul of the work done in connection 
with the meeting that may be spoken and 
written which will kindle a flame in the 
Acarts of men. 


Tae Gorr oF Counaer axe Action 


The methods of conference are 
writing and talk. These have reality 
and power only when they are the 
expression of life. Christ in His 
teaching laid the emphasis on action. 
He Himself lived His teaching. He 
gave Himself. Let us ack, 


That there may be given to the Inter- 
national Mustonary Council, to Miasion 
— and missionaries and to the 
Churches overveas the spirit of daring 
adventure, the power of resolute action 
and the capacity for willing sacrifice. 

When Thou hadst overcome 
The sharpness of death 
Thou didst open 
The Kingdom of Heaven 
To all believers. 


Kindly notify us if the address to which 
this Bulletin is sent is incorrect. 
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